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INTRODUCTION

Some folks inherit star spangled eyes, Ooh, they send you down to war,
Lord, And when you ask them, ‘How much should we give?’ Ooh, they
only answer More! more! more! Yoh, ― Creedence Clearwater Revival

Bob Kerrey is Managing Director at Allen & Company. He is also Executive Chairman of the Minerva Institute for
Research and Scholarship, supporting The Minerva Project, an exceptional liberal arts and sciences education.
1989 to 2001 Mr. Kerrey represented Nebraska in the Senate, prior to which he served one term as Nebraska’s
Governor. His public service since leaving the Senate includes: the 9/11 Commission, advisory board of the Iraq
and Afghanistan Veterans Association, co-chair of the Concord Coalition, and the Natural Resources Defense
Council. From 2001 to 2011 Mr. Kerrey was President of The New School.
Mr. Kerrey served as a U.S. Navy SEAL during the Vietnam War. For his service, he received the Medal of Honor.
While in Vietnam, he was wounded, permanently disabled, and received from this injury a great gift: sympathy
for those who are suffering and an appreciation for the capacity of government to save your life.

WHY DO I CARE?
In my last episode with Bill Janeway, we explored the role of government in the economy. In this episode, I’m
interested in exploring the role that government plays in matters of foreign policy, politics, and justice. Bob
Kerrey is an interesting person to have on the program for such a discussion for a number of reasons. Born in
the home of William Jennings Bryan [1] ― and as a former senator and governor of the great state of Nebraska
― he is uniquely positioned to opine on the subject of American populism and its historical recurrence over the
past century. He was also seen as a maverick during his political career, often playing the role of “thorn in the
side” of Bill Clinton during his two terms in office (reminiscent of McCain-Bush) [2]. Kerrey is also a Vietnam
veteran, who despite being awarded the congressional medal of honor for his service in Vietnam, was the
subject of a Peabody winning documentary that raised questions about the role that he played in an alleged
massacre that took place in a tiny Mekong Delta hamlet called Thanh Phong [3][4]. He was also one of the ten
members of the 9/11 commission, which, given the revelations that have come out over the last 17 years about
possible Saudi involvement in the attacks, is particularly relevant. [5][6][7]
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EARLY YEARS
1. Growing up ― Q: What was it like growing up
in Nebraska? How long have you been living
in NYC? Q: Do you feel that having grown up
in a rural state has given you a valuable
perspective that has served you well in your
political career? Q: Do you believe that the
Democratic party is out of touch with middle
America and do you think this can change?
2. Military Family ― We can get more into this
when we get into your own experience in
Vietnam, but I’d like to ask you about “two
Americas.” John Edwards, of course, coined
that speech in 2004, and it was meant as a
reference to the widening divide between rich and poor in the country (incidentally, there is crossover
between the divide between rich and poor and that between those who serve and those who don’t). But
there is another gap that is less spoken of, and that is the divide between military families and the rest
of the country, particularly the metropolitan cities where you are less likely to find military servicemen
and women among your friends and colleagues. This was not always the case. Q: How do you feel that
this experiment in cultivating a professional military establishment capable of fighting all of our wars and
engagements without the need for a draft has turned out? Q: How has it changed American society?
VIETNAM
3. Anti-War ― Vietnam was the first war to awaken a nationwide, anti-war movement in the United States.
Protests against the war were more powerful and effective in the late 1960’s than their analogues were
during the Iraq war. Conventional wisdom says that this is likely because the burden of the war fell on a
larger portion of the population. Q: What do you think the appetite is in America for another war? During
Vietnam, it was young men in their late teens and early 20’s who were predominantly killed and maimed
in the fighting. The battlefield has changed significantly today. Up until now, that battlefield has been
remote and populated by professional soldiers, allowing Americans to ignore the consequences of battle,
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but we are moving into a world where that battlefield is migrating from foreign soil to the Homefront.
The threat of a nuclear exchange is making a comeback, but it may pale in comparison to the threats
posed by cyber. Q: Is there anything approximating a consensus view in the American foreign community
about what constitutes acceptable risk in taking kinetic action against countries that are labeled as
“enemies” by the state department? Q: Where and how are these conversations happening?
4. Losing Faith ― Something that the first decade of the 21st century has in common with the decade of
the 1970’s is a loss of trust and faith in government. That said, it seems to me that the disillusionment
felt today is unwarranted by the standards of the past. Presidents and political leaders were gunned
down in full public view during the 1960’s. The 1970’s and 80’s saw assassination attempts on both
presidents Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan. Stocks entered what would effectively become a 16-year
bear market in 1966. Consumer price inflation hit double-digits in the 1970s. New York City was basically
bankrupt in 1975. Yet, we managed to find a way through the darkness. In some ways, the election of
Barack Obama in 2008 had much in common with the election of Ronald Reagan in 1980. Both held out
positive messages for America that appealed to our sense of national purpose, pride, and optimism.[8]
Today, however, we have an administration whose tone and message is much more strident, combative,
and I would say, dark. Many progressives, particularly in metropolitan cities like New York, view the
election of Donald Trump as conclusive evidence in support of the view that half the country is either
stupid or racist. Q: Do you think that the election of Donald Trump (and his popularity among a large
minority of the electorate) reflects a hopelessness in a large part of the country that has been ignored
by the elites? Q: Are Democrats and mainstream Republicans failing to hear a message that, if not
understood, could lead to even more radical political candidates taking office in future election cycles?
TWO-PARTY MISRULE
5. Democrats ― To say that I am unhappy
with both parties is an understatement.
There is nothing redeeming or inspiring
about either the Democratic or the
Republican parties, nor does either
party seem to have a national candidate
worth voting for, in my view. The
Democratic candidates seem to break
into three categories: has been’s, never
were’s, and the celebrities. I hear names
like Joe Biden, Hillary Clinton, and Mike
Bloomberg thrown around, but I also
hear names like Elizabeth Warren and
Oprah Winfrey. There is, of course,
Bernie Sanders, who may very well have
the strongest support among voters
despite concerns that he may be too old
to run. Q: What sort of Democratic
candidate do you think can win in 2020?
Does the Democratic party have the
courage to support a populist like
Bernie Sanders or will they prefer a
celebrity like Oprah Winfrey? The Wall
Street Journal recently ran an article by
Mark Penn and Andrew Stein claiming
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that Hillary would run again in 2020.[9] Q: Do you think Hillary Clinton will run again? Q: Do you have any
hope for a dark horse candidate? Q: What sort of message do you think that democratic voters want to
hear? It is my fear that democratic voters will look to elect a candidate as radical (or more radical) as
Donald Trump, but with a leftist bent to him/her…
6. Republicans ― In my view, the Republican party has been culturally out-of-step with the most vibrant
and progressive parts of American society since, at least, the early 1990’s, including citizens who would
have otherwise supported a conservative agenda. It seems that one of the prerequisites for being a
Republican candidate for president today is that you be totally unrelatable to young people. Q: What
was it about the Regan Revolution that converted so many young people to the Republican party, and
what is stopping republicans from replicating his success today? Q: What is the archetype that any
Republican candidate for president must fit in order to have a chance at success, in your view? Q:
Considering the demographic trends, how do you think the Republican party is going to evolve over the
next few decades in order to remain relevant?
7. Populism ― It is my view that the most powerful force that has emerged in our politics since 2008 has
been a populist one. If populism had been on the ballot in 2016, it would have run the tables. It came
out later that the Democratic National Committee had its thumb on the scale in favor of Hillary Clinton.
It may very-well be that Bernie Sanders would have actually won the Democratic nomination had the
DNC not favored his establishment opponent. Had Bernie ran against Trump, the outcome could have
been very different. Q: What role do you think populism will play in 2020 and beyond? Q: What is driving
the populism in our politics? Q: How do you think populism is expressing itself on the right, and how do
you think it will express itself as a left-wing movement?
MEDIA
8. Party-Media ― Q: How did we get to this place where the national media networks who are responsible
for putting out the most highly-produced, “official” information have become so openly, ideologically
aligned with one of two parties? Fox News made its fortune by building a right-wing echo chamber, but
MSNBC – and now perhaps, CNN – have joined the propaganda war for the left. Q: How does the partypropaganda machine work today? Q: How closely aligned are these outlets with the respective parties
from which their viewer hail? Q: How closely do they work together in order to align messaging?
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9. Viral Media ― We live in an age
where the truth can be easily lost
amidst the noise of retweets, writeups, and condemnations by public
figures, all before the accused even
has a chance to give his or her side
of the story. I am not talking about
the #metoo movement, but rather,
the way in which one can easily lose
control of the narrative of his or her
own message. Once you tweet
something or make an off-handed
remark at a private gathering that
happens to be recorded, your words can easily be taken out of context and your reputation tarnished.
Just one example were recent remarks made by Republican Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith from Mississippi,
who was quoted saying, "If he invited me [a local rancher with whom she was taking a picture] to a public
hanging, I'd be on the front row," [10] during a campaign stop in Tupelo, Mississippi. Immediately, the
media created a racial narrative in which to embed this story. To do that requires one to make several
leaps, the most important of which is that public hangings are synonymous with lynching’s. The last
person to be hanged by the state in America was a white man named Billy Bailey, in 1996.[11] Q: What is
your opinion on how the news media and social media rush to judgement, creating narratives that fit
the existing biases and stereotypes of their readers? Q: Is this a dangerous trend? Q: Is there an
opportunity for independent media outlets to provide fair, objective, and informative content to their
readers, listeners, and viewers? Q: What do you think the challenges are to independent outlets?
MONEY IN POLITICS
10. .02 Percent ― Q: What percentage of the country is responsible or gets to control the nominating
process? Lawrence Lessing put
this number at 57,874, based on
the number of donors who
maxed out, which means .02%
of the population, but that
doesn’t even take into account
the percentage of people who
gave more than that amount to
Super PAC’s. I’ve also heard that
congressmen and women spend
somewhere between thirty and
seventy percent of their time
calling donors asking for money.
Q: How bad have things really
gotten? Q: What can congress do to change the way that campaigns are funded? The democrats have
put forward what is being called “a sweeping anti-corruption and pro-democracy reform bill” known as
HR1 as their first bill of the year.[12] Q: What do you know about the details of this bill and how does the
language of the bill stack up against the claims being made by democrats like Nancy Pelosi, Tom Udall,
John Sarbanes, and others? Q: What does the bill say about gerrymandering, and how big of a problem
is this?
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9/11 COMMISSION
11. Saudi Connection ― When you were still in the Senate, our relationship with Saudi Arabia was as strong,
if not stronger, than it had ever been, despite the fact that 15 of the 19 hijackers were Saudi’s. During
Obama’s time in office, our relationship with the Saudi government began to deteriorate, and it seems
that public opinion has also turned on the monarchy. The recent murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi
risks turning the regime into a pariah, at just the time when the new American administration and the

Israeli government had both been working to repair relations. Q: First, what do you think is responsible
for the cooling of relations between the Saudis and American over the last decade? Q: Is it about oil? Q:
How important has the shale boom been in creating leverage for the American government over OPEC
and how has it directly impacted the Saudi governments ability to extract concessions the United States?
12. The 28 Pages ― Towards the end of the second Obama term, Congress released 28-pages of previously
classified material from the final report of a joint congressional inquiry into the Sept. 11 attacks. Former
Sen. Bob Graham has lead the charge – and he is not alone – in urging the government (originally, the
Obama administration) to declassify more of the document.[13] In a long speech at the National Press
Club in August of 2016, he said: “It is time for our government to release more documents from other
investigations into Sept. 11 that have remained secret all these years.[14] The recently released 28 pages
were written in the fall of 2002 by a committee of which I was a co-chairman….The government’s
possible suppression of evidence of Saudi support for the 19 hijackers would go beyond passive coverup. Is the government releasing false information, while continuing to classify documents containing the
truth? As the presidential campaign is proving, appearances of government deception have contributed
to wary Americans becoming more and more outraged with their elected officials…. [The United States
Government] is protecting Saudi Arabia and I think the reasons have carried on over the 15 years of that
protection. I think one of the key reasons early on was that President Bush said at the site of the World
Trade Center that we will follow these heinous people to the ends of the earth to bring justice to those
who have lost their lives. We immediately decided that the ends of the earth were Iraq. It was rather
embarrassing then to have information flowing into the intelligence agency that Iraq didn’t have a
anything to do with 9/11 and that Saudi Arabia had a lot to do with it. So, how do you square that difficult
circle? I think the way, in part, was to submerge and suppress the information about the Saudi
involvement. I think another factor is the long relationship with Saudi Arabia. Another reason more
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recently has been the turmoil in the Middle East.” Q: What
are your views on the 28 pages and the Saudi connection? It
took 14 years for the United States government to release
28 redacted pages. Q: How confident are you that the US
government is going to release 1000’s more pages when it
took this long to release just 28? Q: What do you think of
Bob Graham’s – and other’s – serious allegations of Saudi
involvement in the attacks at the highest levels of
government? Q: Do Americans deserve to know the truth?
Why do you feel this information has been suppressed?
13. Conspiracy Theories ― I’ve heard you refer to 9/11 as “a 30year old conspiracy.”[15] Q: What did you mean by that? In
an interview for PBS in 2011 you made the point that many
of the facts of the 9/11 conspiracy were cloaked behind
“secret sources and methods that the US government had
used to collect.”[16] I’ve heard members of the commission
openly discuss how the Bush administration did not want an
independent inquiry into the attacks. Q: What impact did
the way in which the 9/11 investigation was handled have
on trust in government? Q: What impact did it have on
fueling a wide spectrum of conspiracy theories offering
alternative explanations for inconsistencies in the official
story? Q: Are there any particular theories that have merit,
in your view? Q: Are there any questions that have merit?
RE-BIRTH
14. Call to Adventure ― I would like to ask you about your experience in the war. Q: Were it not for the
expectation that you would be drafted, would you have enlisted to fight in Vietnam? Q: How did the
process of enlisting feel, and when did the decision become real for you? Q: Was there excitement?
Q: Was there fear? Q: How did you imagine the war would be and what did you hope to find there?
15. Navy Seal ― Q: What was it like training to become a Navy Seal? Q: Did you ever consider quitting?
Q: How did it change you? Q: How did it help prepare you for what you encountered in Vietnam?
16. Loss ― Q: What can you tell us about the experience of losing your leg from a combat wound you
suffered in battle? Q: How difficult was it
emotionally? Q: For how long did you go
back and forth wishing you could go back
in time? Q: How long did it take to accept
where you were at that time in your life?
What was that process like for you? You
discussed the importance of learning
how to ask for help and letting someone
love you. Q: What did you mean by that?
Q: How did the experience impact your
capacity for empathy?
17. Lesson ― Q: What was the most
important or most important lessons you
have taken from you service, personal, as
well as lessons about war and peace?
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